
                               January 2021 
Friends & Family,  
 

A new year is upon us!  As we reflect on 2020, and look forward to what is next, we want to take a moment to thank 

you.  Your support, love, encouragement, and prayers are what sustain us.  We are so incredibly grateful to have you 

beside us as we walk this journey.  Thank you from the bottom of our hearts! 
 

Since we last wrote, we celebrated Thanksgiving with some dear friends, finished the semester, and then had the last 

three weeks over Christmas and New Year’s to rest and recuperate as a family before another semester began 

yesterday.  We really feel so blessed and grateful. 
 

Our biggest family news is that Colin will be graduating a year early.  How does time go so fast?!?  I had always 

wondered if he should advance a year ahead based on where he was at academically and maturity-wise . . . but 

never wanted to give up a year of having him home with us.  This past fall, I felt really convicted from the Lord that I 

needed to surrender this to Him and be willing to follow the Lord if that is where He led us.  And so, after much 

prayer, Colin made the decision to attend Grove City College and was accepted for the coming fall. 
 

This decision catapulted me into a mid-life crisis of sorts, however… my babies are growing up!  I am so thankful to 

the Lord for His grace though.  We didn’t know he would be graduating early when our year’s plans got thrown into 

chaos by Covid.  We were devastated to miss our annual summer trip, and planned to head back to see family for 

Christmas instead . . . then Miles developed a hernia, and we ended up in the States for the fall.  No one was really 

looking forward to being in Guatemala for Christmas, and yet as the time drew near, we all realized it was a gift from 

Him.  We were able to get away to a beachhouse for a couple days before Christmas (thanks to some incredibly 

cheap rates!), and then spend the holidays here.  It is the first time we have been at our own house for Christmas 

since Ryanne was born 13 years ago, and while we missed family and friends a lot, we really cherished the time we 

got to be together.  God knew what He was doing all along in giving us this time. 
 

Ministry-wise, we wrapped up the food project with one last distribution for 50 families at Christmas, and I (Stephanie) 

restarted the ladies’ Bible study after a several-month hiatus.  We continue to spend a fair amount of time counseling 

students and teachers via phone or video.  And Trevor has been planning and praying through what this semester 

will look like for school.  We have been online since last March, and will continue to be for the near-future.  Since our 

city is in “the red”, we are not permitted by the government to hold classes in-person.  It is re-evaluated every two 

weeks, so we will continue to monitor things and hopefully will be able to safely have some classes on campus by 

February or March.  In the meantime though, I think we have all decided to just be content at home.  It really is a gift 

to be able to be together more, and we don’t want to look back and regret not taking advantage of our last year 

altogether with the 8 of us.  
 

The Lord is good.  Our hearts go out to many of you who are going through such difficult trials and losses.  May the 

Lord comfort and sustain you in a way only He can.  My prayer for you is one that I read yesterday and that really 

spoke to my heart in these times.  It is from Ezra, and it was a time when the people were in slavery.  He utters these 

words in the midst of his prayer: 
 

“…that our God may brighten our eyes and grant us a little reviving…” -Ezra 9:8 (ESV) 
 

This is our prayer for you.  May the Lord brighten your eyes, and grant you a little reviving.  We are praying for you 

and we love you.   

               With much love, 

             Trevor & Stephanie  
Colin, Ellie, Larissa, Ryanne, Pierce & Miles   



             A get-away with these two precious ladies for a night… 

 One is from South Africa, and the other Venezuela – I love  

 the body of Christ and am so thankful for answered prayer 

 for friendship… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving with dear friends who have since moved back to the States… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Women receiving Christmas food bags . . . another display of Christ’s love and hope in these 

     trying times, thanks to so many of your gifts… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our senior!  This was taken 

on a day when the school 

brought in all the seniors 

to take their school pictures… 

 

 

 
       Lots of baking by the  

        Gardner girls!  This is 

        only a fraction of what 

        they baked…  oh the  

        memories!! 

 

 

 
    Sweet Ryanne turned 13! 

 



The kids surprised me with nice Christmas pictures  

they took of themselves while I was out of town! 

Even the dog cooperated! :)              Our few days at the ocean… 

  and it’s not a vacation 

  without some silliness! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
          While we were enjoying the beach  

          completely to ourselves, a family showed  

up and out of the blue asked us if we 

wanted to help them release baby turtles 

into the ocean!  It was amazing.  

 

 

 

 

Love seeing our kids become such good friends  

                

 

 

              

 

               

Our dear friend from PA came to visit us for a few 

days and we hiked the volcano we can see from  

our balcony . . . Santa Maria. 

What a journey and what a 

view!  We also spent New  

Year’s together and  

celebrated on our roof.  

 
May the Lord bless you and keep you and make His face shine upon you. 

                   With all our love, The Gardner Family 


